
 

 

Itõs that time of year when we find ourselves 

coming and going.  Some days it is hard to 

imagine we are going to get everything done 

that we are supposed to!  As summer 

approaches, hopefully you will find some time 

to òstop and smell the rosesó and make 

memories with your family.   

Children often have more time during the 

summer to be on the computer.  Itõs important 

that you establish guidelines for your family.   
 

Keep computers in high-traffic areas like the family room or 

kitchen, not in bedrooms or unsupervised areas.  

Children ages 9 and under shouldnõt be allowed to surf the 

Web aloneñthey need close supervision.  

Older children need to have clear rules about using the 

Internet alone. Tell them that you need to know where they 

are going online and what they are doing there. 

Keep track of the files your children download, join them 

when they are in private chat areas, and ask often who they 

are chatting with on the Internet. 

Put time limits on the computer. Children need time for 

outdoor physical activity and enjoying time with friends. 

Tell children to never trade personal photographs in the mail 

or scanned over the Internet, reveal personal information, 

agree to meet any one from a chat room in person, or respond 

to threatening emails or messages.  
 

Make sure you communicate with your children that violating the 

family Internet rules will result in lost privileges to go onlineñand 

then enforce the rules. 

There are so many fun and inexpensive activities that will allow 

you to enjoy time with your children.  Itõs important to plan some 

structure for the summer so you wonõt look back and say, òWhere 

did the time go?  We didnõt get to do half of what we had hoped!ó  I 

would encourage you to involve your children in planning the 

special time you want to spend together.  In this newsletter we 

have some suggested ideas for family fun during the summer.  

Your children probably have many interests they would like to 

pursue with the additional unstructured time available during the 

summer.   Have family discussions about what everyone would like 

to do and try to plan events this summer that will take into 

consideration desires of each member of the family.   

Make the most of your time but allow some down time to just enjoy 

the simple things life has to offer including reading a great book, 

riding bikes, and playing games indoors and outdoors.  
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WHY HANDS-ON?  

 
I tried to teach my child with books:  

 
He gave me only puzzled looks.  

 
I tried to teach my child with words;  

 
They passed him by often unheard.  

 
Despairingly, I turned aside;  

 
´Hnv rg`kk I sd`bg sghr bghkc,µ I bqhdc? 

 
Into my hand he put the key,  

 
´COME,µ HE SAID, ´PLAY WITH ME.µ 

 
 Author Unknown 

Making Memories Kids spell love T-I-M-E. 
   ...John Crudele 
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These tips are found at www.FamilyFirst.net and/or AllProDad.com.  Watch for òMomó and òDadó tips in each issue of the Parental Involvement Connection. 

      Cleaning Up the Attitude    

Show and teach your child RESPECT. 

 

When you show respect to your child, he learns how to respect others.  Here are some things you can do to show your child respect:  

 

ˉ Be Honest.  If you do something wrong, admit it and apologize.  

 

ˉ Be Positive.  Focus on the good things he does.  Donõt make 

    fun of or embarrass him.  

 

ˉ Be Trusting.  Let her make choices and take responsibility for 

    them.  

 

ˉ Be Fair.  Listen to his side of the story.  Donõt jump to 

    conclusions.  

 

ˉ Be Polite.  Say òpleaseó and òthank you.ó  Give her privacy.  

    Knock before you come in the room.  

 

ˉ Be Reliable.  Keep your promises and mean what you say.  

 

ˉ Be a Good Listener.  Look him in the eye when you speak. 

    Give him your full attention.  

 

ˉ Be Caring.  Show your concern for others.  You can help out a 

    friend, be kind to an animal, and pick up your trash.  

 

Remember: 

 

ˉ Toddlers can say òpleaseó and òthank you.ó  

 

ˉ Preschoolers are old enough to know about rules and 

    consequences.  

 

ˉ Elementary aged children show more respect to adults who  

    make fair rules.  

 

ˉ Middle and high-school aged children need to feel trusted, 

    independent, and responsible.  

 

How to C.H.A.R.M. your Children  
 

An old Irish saying defines charm as the ability to get someone 
to say ñYesò before you even ask the question.  Your presence 
invokes such a warm feeling from someone else that theyôll 
gladly do what they can to please you.  So how is your 
C.H.A.R.M.?  Hereôs how to exponentially increase your charm 
with your children: 
 
C ð Converse.  Talk regularly with your kids on topics theyôre 
interested in. 
H ð Have fun.  Do activities with your 
children that evoke a lot of laughter.  
A ð Ask.  Ask open-ended questions 
not just about their day, but what they 
think about culture, politics, education 
etc.  Donôt judge.  Just listen. 
R ð Read.  Read 
books/magazines/websites together with them and talk about 
the contents. 
M ð Make memories.  Keep that digital camera and video 
recorder handy to capture those golden moments in years to 
come. 

Charming your children means youôre connected to them.  

You Canôt Afford to Fail Your Children 
 

Former United States President Harry Trumanõs father struggled 

his whole life to eke out a living as a farmer.  Unfortunately, a 

drought hit and the farm had to be foreclosed on.  Many years 

later, a reporter asked Harry why his father was a failure.  Harry 

replied, òHow can my father have been a failure when his son is 

President of the United States?ó 

 

Dadsñwe can fail in a lot of areas. Work.  

Investing.  Sports. You name it.  But we 

canõt fail our children and their future.  How 

do we avoid messing up?  By spending as 

much time as possible with our kids and 

making them a priority.  By loving them and 

using encouraging words.  By hugging them 

whether they feel comfortable with it or 

not.  Harry loved his father because he was 

a good dad.  And if thatõs good enough for 

the President, itõs good enough for all of us. 

 

 

  

There  are 3 things your son must know before he leaves 
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Donõt worry that children 

never listen to you; worry that 

they are always watching you. 

                    ...Robert Fulghum 

                All that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to 

my angel mother.         ...Abraham Lincoln  

http://www.familyfirst.net/
http://www.allprodads.com/

