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ASCENDER Updates

ASCENDER Releases:
Recent Update 11.0405 installed 12/12/2025



Payroll

• Payroll > Maintenance > Calendar YTD Data > Calendar YTD
• Added the Reportable Overtime field to capture the half-time portion of 

overtime pay from the Payroll > Maintenance > Hours/Pay Transmittals > Ovtm
Hours tab, which must be reported to employees. Eligible overtime wages 
include pay for hours worked over 40 in a week, calculated at 1.5 times the 
regular rate. Only the additional half-time portion, the extra 0.5 rate applied to 
overtime hours, is reportable.



Payroll

• Payroll > Maintenance > Calendar YTD Data > Calendar 
YTD



Payroll

• Payroll > Maintenance > Calendar YTD Data > W2 Inquiry
• Added the Reportable Overtime field under 14 Non-Tax Allowance, which is 

populated with the calculated reportable overtime wages from the Payroll > 
Maintenance > Calendar YTD Data > Calendar YTD tab. Also, made changes to 
ensure that the remaining box 12 amounts are always displayed for all calendar 
years.



Payroll

• Payroll > Maintenance > Calendar YTD Data > W2 Inquiry



Payroll

• Payroll > Reports > Quarterly/Annual Reports > HRS5100 - W-2 Forms
• Per IRS requirements, updated the W-2 form/instructions and all W-2 

functionality to support the 2025 tax year.

• Note: 2025 Form W-2 processing is not yet fully supported. Do not generate 
W-2s until further notice. Reports may be run and data verified in the 
Calendar YTD screen.



EmployeePortal
• EmployeePortal > Inquiry > 

W-2 Information
• Added the reportable 

overtime (OVTM) to box 
14 to employee W2.



EmployeePortal
• EmployeePortal > Inquiry > 

W-2 Information
• Added the Reportable 

Overtime field, which is 
populated with the 
calculated reportable 
overtime wages from the 
Payroll > Maintenance > 
Calendar YTD Data > 
Calendar YTD tab.



ASCENDER
Upcoming Release

ASCENDER Releases:
Update 11.0410 (tentatively to be installed 12/18/2025)



Finance

• Finance > Reports > Finance Reports > Vendor/Purchase Order Reports > FIN2100 - 
1099 Forms

• Information Returns Intake System (IRIS) has been added to transmit 2025 1099s.
• Filing Information Returns Electronically (FIRE) is still available for 2025 

processing but will be retired in the 2026 tax year/filing season 2027.
• IRIS will be the only intake system for information returns for the 2026 tax year.
• Note: Users must use a separate Transmitter Control Code (TCC) for IRIS processing.



Payroll

• Payroll > Reports > Quarterly Annual Reports > HRS51XX - Reportable Overtime
• A report will be added to reconcile reportable overtime wages from the Payroll > 

Maintenance > Calendar YTD Data > Calendar YTD tab.



Reminders

Things to Remember



Reminders
• Fall PEIMS Resubmission 

• TEA Due Date: January 15, 2026

• Mid-Year PEIMS
• TEA Due Date: January 22, 2026
• Resubmission: February 12, 2026



Known Issue

• District Administration > Inquiry > TSDS Level 1 Errors
• Level 1 Errors regarding PRIOR_YR_SSA_ORG_ASSOC_EXT (new data element) for Midyear Finance 

submission:
• LEAs are receiving a Level 1 error related to the new Prior Year SSA data. When users attempt to 

view the errors for an entity, the report displays blank.
• The error itself is a claim set descriptor table in the ODS and must be resolved by TEA. TCC has a 

resolution in progress with TEA.  The error message reads as follows:



Reminders

• 2026 Tax Tables
• Announcement email will be sent out once 

the tables are available.
• These files will be on the IMS Business 

website.
• IMS Business website > Documentation > 

Payroll/Personnel > Year-End Calendar
• We anticipate getting the tables before the 

end of this week. Please ensure you have the 
login information for the IMS Business website 
(also shared in slides).



Reminders

• Preparing for the First Payroll of the Calendar Year
• W-2s do not have to be completed prior to the first 

payroll of the calendar year.
• ASCENDER will create a new Calendar YTD record for 

each employee.
• Data for each calendar year is stored separately based 

on the year of the pay date.
• Verify information in Payroll > Tables > Pay Dates

• All data is displayed correctly for each pay date in 2026.
• Pay dates beginning in January should reflect 2026 to 

ensure the 2026 Calendar YTD record is properly 
created.



Reminders

• Preparing for the First Payroll of the Calendar Year
• Updates are required! Tax tables must be updated as soon as possible.

• Payroll > Tables > Tax/Deductions
• Income Tax (Utility Available)  
• FICA Tax (Utility Available)
• Unemployment (Manually Update – if necessary)
• Annuity Rates (Manually Update – if necessary)

• Update tax tables for the new calendar year (2026) for each frequency.
• IRS Publication 15 Circular E, Employer’s Tax Guide (IRS link)

• Use to update and verify tax tables
• After the tables have been updated, verify these new tables with the Circular E tables

https://www.irs.gov/publications/p15


Reminders

• Preparing for the First Payroll of the Calendar Year
• Verify all tax information and tables are correct for new calendar year
• Each district is responsible for verifying and updating all rates prior to running Jan. payroll
• Ready to process your first payroll of the calendar year?

• Verify all payroll information is accurate
• Pay Date, Begin Date, and End Date must reflect new calendar year
• Check TRS Month and TWC Quarter to make sure they are accurate
• Verify the taxes are calculating correctly

• After your first payroll of the calendar year is processed:
• Review the Calendar Year to Date Report for 2026
• Verify the 2026 YTD info consists of only the first payroll run of the new year



Reminders • Quarterly Reports for 4th Quarter 
(October - December)

• 941 and Unemployment reports
• Due on or before January 31st



Reminders

• Verify Account Access for IRS and SSA Reporting
• Please review the status of your account(s) for the 

appropriate reporting entities that you will have to 
submit information returns for.

• Address any verification issues promptly to avoid 
delays in compliance and reporting.

• For Tax Year 2025/Filing Season 2026
• Account Types for Reporting to the IRS

• FIRE or IRIS (for 1099s), AIR (for 1095s), and TIN
• Account Types for Reporting to the SSA

• BSO (for W-2s)

• Note: Starting in tax year 2026 (filing season 2027), the IRIS 
system will be the only method to report 1099 forms to the 
IRS as the FIRE system will be retired at that time.



Reminders
• December TRS Update

• Includes info, reminders, 
and updates



Reminders

Website & IMS Business Login
• Username: imsbusiness
• Password: busims16ESC!



Reminders • Subscribe to IMS 
Announcements

• Log into the IMS Business 
Homepage

• Click on Subscribe to IMS 
Announcements, fill out 
form, and submit



Reminders • New District Employee 
Information Form

• Let us know about new 
employees or changes in 
staff who use ASCENDER

• Log into the IMS Business 
Homepage

• Click on New District 
Employee Form, fill out 
form, and submit



• Region 16 Closed for 
Christmas Break

• Friday, December 19th @ 
12:00pm – Friday, 
January 2nd 

Reminders



Upcoming Trainings

Webinars & In-Person



2025-2026
IMS Business Trainings



IMS Business Trainings - 
Rescheduled
(Zoom) • W-2 Processing

• January 7th @ 9:00a-11:00
• Session #: 1031780

• 1099 Processing
• January 7th @ 1:30p-3:30
• Session #: 1031782

• 1095 Processing
• By mid-January, this training 

will be recorded and sent out 
to those who were registered.

https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031780
https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031782


411 Webinar
(Begin at 10:00am)

• January 28th   
• Session #: 1031788

• February 18th 
• Session # 1031821

• March 25th 
• Session #: 1031825

https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031788
https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031821
https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031825


Business – New 
User Check-Ins
(Zoom) • New User Check-In

• January 21st @ 1:30p-2:15
• Session #:  1031787

https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031787


IMS Business Trainings
(Zoom)

• Bank Reconciliation
• February 10th from  

9:00a-11:00a
• Session #: 1031813

• Credit Card Reconciliation
• February 10th from  

1:30pm-3:30pm
• Session #: 1031819

https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031813
https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031819


• June 23-25, 2026
• Will be held in San Antonio, Texas
• Early Bird Registration September 1, 2025 – January 3, 

2026 for $300
• Starting January 4, 2026 will be $330

• Sessions are presented by ASCENDER consultants from 
around the state

• This user conference will be business only
• Region 20 ESC Session # 110391

2026 ASCENDER Business Conference
"Taking Care of Business, The 

ASCENDER Way"

https://txr20.escworks.net/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=110391


Spotlight

ASCENDER Business
TSDS PEIMS Mid-Year Submission



Mid-Year PEIMS

2025-2026 PEIMS 
Submission Timelines

Mid-Year PEIMS

TEA First Submission Due Date:  
January 22, 2026

TEA Resubmission Due Date:  
February 12, 2026



Mid-Year 
PEIMS • The PEIMS Mid-Year Submission (Submission 2) 

includes actual financial data for the prior school year 
(2024-2025).  All LEAs report data for the PEIMS Mid-
Year Submission.



Mid-Year PEIMS

• TSDS PEIMS – Mid-Year PEIMS 
Documentation

• 2024-2025 SSA’s - Region 16 
• TSDS PEIMS Mid-Year Submission Data 

for Business (Revised 11/21/25)



Mid-Year PEIMS

• ASCENDER Documentation also available in Help under TSDS/PEIMS > District 
Administration Training Guides Page > Training Guides:

• TSDS PEIMS Mid-Year Submission Data for Business (Revised 11/21/25)

https://help.ascendertx.com/districtadmin/doku.php/academy/midyearbusinesspeims
https://help.ascendertx.com/districtadmin/doku.php/academy/midyearbusinesspeims
https://help.ascendertx.com/districtadmin/doku.php/academy/midyearbusinesspeims
https://help.ascendertx.com/districtadmin/doku.php/academy/midyearbusinesspeims


Mid-Year PEIMS

• Mid-Year PEIMS Reminders:
• Districts are no longer able to import an auditor’s file into ASCENDER for Mid-Year 

PEIMS.
• It is very important to remember that the auditor’s adjusting entries must be 

posted to the prior File ID 5 in Finance and verify/match ending balances (make 
sure to match auditor’s schedules/reports).

• Data for Mid-Year PEIMS will extract directly from District Administration and 
Finance.



Mid-Year PEIMS

• TSDS PEIMS – Mid-Year PEIMS Reports (Audit)



Thank you 
for attending!

Need assistance?
Please enter an ESC 16-ASCENDER Ticket here.

This link can be found on all areas (Business, Student, 
TSDS/PEIMS pages) of the IMS website as well.

For TSDS/PEIMS related questions, please enter a TIMS ticket.

Please fill out a brief 3 question survey (by scanning the QR code) 
or clicking this link to help us improve the next Monthly 411 

webinar. Thank you!

https://escsupport.ascendertx.com/servicedesk/customer/portal/28
https://forms.gle/fRA2omUn7xx4vePU6


Helpful Links

• First Payroll of the Calendar Year Checklist Guide
• Process W-2 Forms Guide (updated as of 12/16)
• Process 1099 Forms Guide (draft as of 12/17)
• Midyear PEIMS Submission Guide
• Submit a TIMS Ticket for TSDS/PEIMS Assistance

• For TSDS Coordinators, with Login Credentials
• 24-25 IMS Business Trainings Link
• Subscribe to IMS Announcements
• Submit a New Employee Form
• Submit a support request via ESC-16 ASCENDER Ticket System

https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_firstpayrollofthecalendaryearchecklist
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_firstpayrollofthecalendaryearchecklist
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_process_w2s
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_process_w2s
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_process_w2s
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_process_w2s
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_finance_process1099forms
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_finance_process1099forms
https://help.ascendertx.com/districtadmin/doku.php/academy/midyearbusinesspeims
https://help.ascendertx.com/districtadmin/doku.php/academy/midyearbusinesspeims
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/
https://www.esc16.net/ourpages/auto/2025/12/8/34870468461619547551/IMS%20Business%20Training%20List%202025-2026%20-%20Updated%20December%208th.pdf
https://esc16.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e79b591fbf69805fe1f3a782c&id=e2d90df7c8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHVhPCbG5CPp-3kYt7BCb6bwbWf12Uq9jf7aBIYUYkANI5Lg/viewform
https://escsupport.ascendertx.com/servicedesk/customer/portal/28
https://escsupport.ascendertx.com/servicedesk/customer/portal/28
https://escsupport.ascendertx.com/servicedesk/customer/portal/28
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