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January 28, 2026



ASCENDER Updates

ASCENDER Releases:
Recent Update 11.0515 installed on 1/27/2026



ASCENDER 
Portals

• Updated the password 
requirement message to reflect 
the correct minimum password 
length (16). The following pages 
were affected:

• Login
• Create an account
• Change Password
• Reset Password

Note: Special characters are NOT
required



Finance

• Finance > Reports > Finance Reports > Vendor/Purchase 
Order Reports > FIN2100 - 1099 Forms

2025 Form 1099-NEC changes:

• Box 3 was previously grayed out and now labeled “Excess 
golden parachute payments”, open for a value, and 
formatted as other fields (e.g. Field 1).

2025 Form 1099-MISC changes:
• Box 14 was previously labeled “Excess golden parachute 

payments” and now changed to be grayed out.

Note:  Both forms have updated revisions In the top-right 
corner of the form and bottom left:  (Rev. January 2024) to 
(Rev. April 2025). 



Payroll

• Payroll > Payroll Processing > Run Payroll
• Added the Bank Account Change report to the list of Calculation Reports to 

compare employee bank account information from the current payroll to the 
previous payroll. It provides a detailed listing of employees with bank account 
changes and specifies the type of change. 

• The report assists in fraud prevention efforts by allowing users to identify, review, 
and verify bank account changes, helping to ensure all changes were authorized 
and processed by payroll staff.



Payroll

• Payroll > Payroll Processing > Run Payroll



Payroll

• Payroll > Reports > Payroll Reports > HRS2450 - Bank 
Account Change



Payroll

• Payroll > Payroll Processing > Run Payroll
• Added the W2 Rpt OT (reportable overtime) column to the Pre-Post Payroll 

Earnings Register for initial review. Once payroll is posted, the reportable 
overtime amounts are included on the Regular Payroll Earnings Register, the YTD 
Payroll Earnings Register, and the Calendar YTD reports.



Payroll

• Payroll > Payroll Processing > Run Payroll



Payroll

• Payroll > Reports > Payroll Reports > HRS2200 - 
Payroll Earnings Register



Payroll

• Payroll > Reports > Year To Date Reports > HRS3000 - Calendar Year To Date Report
• Added the new W2 Rpt OT (reportable overtime) column and included it in all generated 

totals for employee, campus, and district.

• Payroll > Reports > Quarterly Annual Reports > HRS5350 - Reportable Overtime for 
Calendar YTD

• Added CSV option for HRS5350 - Reportable Overtime for Calendar YTD



Payroll

• Payroll > Reports > Year To Date Reports > HRS3000 
- Calendar Year To Date Report



Payroll
• Payroll > Payroll Processing > Payroll Adjustments > 

Check Void
• Corrected the program to properly handle W2 reportable 

overtime calculations when voiding a check.



Personnel

• Personnel > Maintenance > 
Employment Info > Auxiliary Role 
ID

• Allows for multiple Auxiliary Role 
IDs to be stored per employee 
without requiring an End Date.



Personnel

• Personnel > Reports > Payroll Information Reports > 
HRS5255 - 1095-B Forms/1095-C Forms

• Per IRS requirements, updated the 1095-B 
form/instructions and all 1095-B functionality to 
support the 2025 tax year.

• Per IRS requirements, updated the 1095-C 
form/instructions and all 1095-C functionality to 
support the 2025 tax year.

• IMPORTANT NOTE:  Districts are now able to process 
and print the 1095-B/C forms from Personnel and 
EmployeePortal. Updates to the AIR submission file are 
scheduled for Release 11.0610 (tentatively scheduled 
for 2/19/26).



EmployeePortal
• EmployeePortal > Inquiry > 

1095 Information
• Per IRS requirements, 

updated the 1095-B and 
1095-C forms/instructions 
and all 1095-B and 1095-C 
functionality to support 
the 2025 tax year.



Reminders

Things to Remember



Reminders
• Mid-Year PEIMS Resubmission

• TEA Due Date: February 12, 2026

• IMS Announcement dated 
1/13/26

• TAA Letter dated 1/15/26

https://www.esc16.net/apps/news/article/2152769
https://www.esc16.net/apps/news/article/2152769
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/fy2025-annual-financial-report-submission-and-audit-application-transition-0
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/fy2025-annual-financial-report-submission-and-audit-application-transition-0


Reminders

• Mid-Year PEIMS Reports



Reminders

• Mid-Year PEIMS 
Reports



Reminders
• FY2025 Annual Financial 

Report Submission (AFR)
• Due Date for All LEAs: 

Feb. 27, 2026
• TAA Letter dated 1/15/26

• IMPORTANT: An incomplete 
AFR submission could cause a 
district or charter school to 
fail School FIRST.

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/fy2025-annual-financial-report-submission-and-audit-application-transition-0
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/fy2025-annual-financial-report-submission-and-audit-application-transition-0


Reminders

• 2026 Tax Tables
• Located on IMS Business website

• Documentation > Payroll/Personnel > 
Year-End Calendar

• Sent announcement that they were 
available on 12/19/25

• No changes were made to the original tables 
provided

• Please be sure to verify that your tax 
table information is correct for 2026!



Reminders

• W-2 Processing Training 
• Training held on 1/7/26 (Recording available)
• IMS Business website > Documentation > 

Payroll/Personnel > Year End – Calendar > Process 
W-2 Forms

• ASCENDER Help Guide

• Note: It is necessary to review all 2025 overtime 
hours/amounts for all applicable employees and to 
verify and/or update any Reportable Overtime 
amounts as necessary prior to processing W2s.

https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_process_w2s
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_process_w2s


Reminders

• 1099 Processing Training
• Training held on 1/7/26 (Recording available)
• IMS Business website > Documentation > Finance > 

Process 1099 Forms
• ASCENDER Help Guide 

• IMPORTANT UPDATE:  Unfortunately, electronic filing of 
Form 1099-NEC through the IRIS system will not be 
available by the filing deadlines for calendar year 2025.

• Because IRIS will not be available in time for the 1099-
NEC deadline, LEAs will need to use the FIRE system to 
submit, at a minimum, Form 1099-NEC for calendar year 
2025. Existing FIRE system credentials may be used for 
submission.

https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_finance_process1099forms
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_finance_process1099forms


Reminders

Form Due Date Due to Recipients

W-2 February 2, 2026 (to SSA) February 2, 2026

1099-NEC February 2, 2026 (to IRS)
(electronically)

February 2, 2026

1099-MISC March 31, 2026 (to IRS)
(electronically)

February 2, 2026

Additional 
Due Dates:



Reminders

• 1095 Forms
• The recording covering the 1095 

Process will be available on the IMS 
Business website Trainings/Recordings 
tab later this week.

• IMS Business website Documentation 
> Payroll/Personnel > Year-End - 
Calendar > Process 1095 Forms

• ASCENDER Help Guide

• Important: Districts are now able to 
process and print the 1095 forms from 
Personnel and EmployeePortal. 

• Districts will not be able to create the 
1095 files at this time. Updates to the 
AIR submission file are scheduled for 
Release 11.0610 (tentatively 
scheduled for 2/19/26).

https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_process1095forms
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_process1095forms


Reminders
• Quarterly Reports for 4th 

Quarter (October - December)
• 941 and Unemployment 

reports
• Due on or before January 31st



Reminders
• January TRS Update

• Includes info, reminders, 
and updates



Reminders

Website & IMS Business Login
• Username: imsbusiness
• Password: busims16ESC!



Reminders • Subscribe to IMS 
Announcements

• Log into the IMS Business 
Homepage

• Click on Subscribe to IMS 
Announcements, fill out 
form, and submit



Reminders • New District Employee 
Information Form

• Let us know about new 
employees or changes in 
staff who use ASCENDER

• Log into the IMS Business 
Homepage

• Click on New District 
Employee Form, fill out 
form, and submit



Upcoming Trainings

Webinars & In-Person



2025-2026
IMS Business Trainings



411 Webinars (10:00am)

• February 18th 
• Session # 1031821

• March 25th 
• Session #: 1031825

• April 29th 
• Session #: 1031837

https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031821
https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031825
https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031837


IMS Business Training
(Webinar)

• Bank Reconciliation
• February 10th @ 9:00a-11:00
• Session #: 1031813

• Credit Card Reconciliation
• February 10th @ 1:30p-3:30
• Session #: 1031819

https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031813
https://www.escweb.net/tx_r16/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=1031819


• June 23-25, 2026
• Will be held in San Antonio, Texas
• Early Bird Registration September 1, 2025 – February  

14, 2026 for $300
• Starting February 15, 2026 will be $330

• Sessions are presented by ASCENDER consultants from 
around the state

• This user conference will be business only
• Region 20 ESC Session #: 110391

2026 ASCENDER Business Conference
"Taking Care of Business, The 

ASCENDER Way"

https://txr20.escworks.net/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=110391


Helpful Links

• January TRS Update
• Process W-2 Forms Guide (revised 12/18/25)

• Process 1099 Forms Guide (currently shows DRAFT)
• Process 1095 Forms Guide (revised 12/12/25)
• Midyear PEIMS Submission Guide (revised 1/20/26)

• Submit a TIMS Ticket for TSDS/PEIMS Assistance
• For TSDS Coordinators, with Login Credentials

• 25-26 IMS Business Trainings Link
• Submit a support request via ESC-16 ASCENDER Ticket System
• Subscribe to IMS Announcements
• Submit a New Employee Form

https://www.trs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/update-january-2026.pdf
https://www.trs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/update-january-2026.pdf
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_process_w2s
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_process_w2s
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_process_w2s
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_payroll_process_w2s
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_finance_process1099forms
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_finance_process1099forms
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_process1095forms
https://help.ascendertx.com/business/doku.php/academy/business_process1095forms
https://help.ascendertx.com/districtadmin/doku.php/academy/midyearbusinesspeims
https://help.ascendertx.com/districtadmin/doku.php/academy/midyearbusinesspeims
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/
https://www.esc16.net/ourpages/auto/2026/1/22/53194863963605626800/IMS%20Business%20Training%20List%202025-2026%20-%20Updated%20January%2021st.pdf
https://escsupport.ascendertx.com/servicedesk/customer/portal/28
https://escsupport.ascendertx.com/servicedesk/customer/portal/28
https://escsupport.ascendertx.com/servicedesk/customer/portal/28
https://esc16.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e79b591fbf69805fe1f3a782c&id=e2d90df7c8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHVhPCbG5CPp-3kYt7BCb6bwbWf12Uq9jf7aBIYUYkANI5Lg/viewform


Thank you 
for attending!

Need assistance?
Please enter an ESC 16-ASCENDER Ticket here.

This link can be found on all areas (Business, Student, 
TSDS/PEIMS pages) of the IMS website as well.

For TSDS/PEIMS related questions, please enter a TIMS ticket.

Please fill out a brief 3 question survey (by scanning the QR code) 
or clicking this link to help us improve the next Monthly 411 

webinar. Thank you!

https://escsupport.ascendertx.com/servicedesk/customer/portal/28
https://forms.gle/FAoahitCkgwDXyrWA
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