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Agenda

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

3. Student Enrollment and Identification

4. McKinney-Vento Program Services

5. Dispute Resolution Process

6. TEHCY Program Updates and Resources



Learning Objectives - Participants will understand:

Key components of McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

Educational definition of homelessness

Roles and responsibilities of local education agencies (LEAs) 
to support students who are experiencing homelessness

Strategies to identify students experiencing homelessness

Dispute resolution process





Homeless Student Statistics





Students Experiencing Homelessness Enrolled in Texas Public Schools

 End of Year 2016-2017: 111,177

 End of Year 2017-2018: 231,205

 End of Year 2018-2019: 114,055

TEA EDFacts Data Submission



Students Experiencing Homelessness Enrolled in Texas Public Schools

 Snapshot 2017-2018: 111,931

 Snapshot 2018-2019: 72,782

 Snapshot 2019-2020: 78,296



LEAs with Zero Homeless Identification
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Identified Students Experiencing Homelessness by Living Situation
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Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence:

• Sharing the housing of other persons due to the loss of 
housing, economic hardship, or similar reason

• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping 
grounds, due to the lack of alternative adequate 
accommodations

• Living in emergency or transitional shelters, or are 
abandoned in hospitals

McKinney-Vento Educational Definition of Homelessness



• Living in a public or private place not designated for or 
ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation 
for human beings

• Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned 
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or 
similar settings

• Migratory children living in the above circumstances
[42 U.S.C. § 11434a(2)]

• Unaccompanied youth includes a homeless child or 
youth not in the physical custody of a parent or 
guardian

[42 U.S.C § 11434a(6)]

McKinney-Vento Educational Definition of Homelessness



Requirements of McKinney-Vento
 Appoint a local McKinney-Vento liaison

 Identification of students experiencing homelessness 

 Enroll students experiencing homelessness immediately, 
even if lacking documentation normally required for 
enrollment

 Enroll students experiencing homelessness in free school 
meal program

 Continue the student’s education in their school of origin 

 Eligible for school of origin transportation if requested by 
parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth if in the best 
interest of the student



Requirements of McKinney-Vento

 Provide services to students experiencing 
homelessness that are comparable to those 
offered to other students

 Make student records available in a timely manner

 Review and revise policies that may act as barriers 
to the enrollment of students experiencing 
homelessness 

 Provide written notice to parents or guardians 
related to the appeal process, when the LEA sends 
the student to a school other than the school 
requested



Originally 
authorized in 1987

Became part of 
No Child Left 

Behind in 2000

Every Student 
Succeeds  Act (ESSA) 
was signed into law 
in December 2015 

ESSA reauthorized the 
Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (ESEA) and the 
education subtitle of the 

McKinney-Vento Act

ESSA Amendments to 
McKinney-Vento Act 
went into effect on 

October 1, 2016

History of the McKinney-Vento Assistance Act



McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

Ensures students have immediate and equal 
access to public education
• States and LEAs must review and revise policies to 

remove barriers to school enrollment and retention 
of homeless children and youth

• McKinney-Vento defines enrollment as attending 
classes and participating fully in school activities



Student Enrollment & Identification
Section 3



Enrollment of Students Experiencing Homelessness

If school building are closed due to COVID-19, districts and campuses are 
required to fulfill all statutory responsibilities concerning enrollment.

 Ensure the process for enrollment is easy to access and prominently placed on 
your district and campus website.

 McKinney-Vento Liaisons should take the lead on providing services and outreach 
to students and families experiencing homelessness.

 Facilitate prompt enrollment, identification, and services for identified students.

 Communicate that students can remain in their school of origin.



Students experiencing 
homelessness have the right to 
enroll in school immediately, 
even if lacking documentation 
normally required for enrollment

School Enrollment



Is your current 
residency 

temporary?

Is your residence 
temporary due to loss 
of housing, economic 
hardship, or financial 

difficulties?

Did you lose your 
housing due to 

job loss or 
eviction?  

Student Residency Questionnaire (SRQ)



Immunizations

• Students experiencing homelessness shall be 
admitted provisionally for 30 calendar days if 
acceptable evidence of immunizations is not 
available.

• LEAs must refer the parent or guardian to the 
local health authority, community health 
providers, or other community resources to 
obtain required immunizations.



Immunizations

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=12884903552


